CHAPTER VIII.

POETRY AND POLITICS.

1850-1856.

No comprehensive edition of Whittier's poems
had been published before 1849, when B. B. Mus-
sey & Co. of Boston gave them to the public in a
dignified octavo volume, which by its style was a
recognition of the position attained by the poet.
Mr. Mussey was in full sympathy with the poet
in his anti-slavery views, and was determined,
whether or not he made money out of his venture,
to give the poems a setting in accordance with
what he considered their intrinsic value. He sur-
prised Mr. "Whittier by offering him five hundred
dollars for his copyrights, and also a percentage on
his sales. With the single exception of " Lays of
My Home," published by W. D. Ticknor in 1843,
no book of "Whittier's had up to this time paid
him any royalty worth mentioning. Mussey's
stout octavo volume, beautifully printed in large
type on heavy paper, neatly bound, and exquisitely
illustrated with steel engravings, from designs by
Hammatt Billings, met with an unexpectedly
large sale, and Mr. Mussey earned the gratitude
of Mr. Whittier by paying him more than he had
agreed. A second and a third edition were called